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STANDING ADVISORY COUNCIL FOR RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
 
    31 October 2017 
 
 Meeting commenced: 4:00pm 
 Meeting ended: 5:05pm 
  
PRESENT:   
 
Committee A: Imran Kotwal 
   Pat Wilson 
   Isobel Phillips 
    
 
Committee B: Reverend Daniel Burton 
 
 
Committee C: Anne Broomhead 
   Kerril Casey 
    
 
Committee D: Councillor Saunders 

Councillor Fletcher 
Councillor Brocklehurst 
Councillor Ryan 
Councillor R Wilson 

   Councillor P Wilson 
 
 
Officers:  Kindra Belcher – SACRE Advisor 
   Elizabeth Jones – SACRE Clerk 
 
 
Guest:   Magda Sachs 
 
 

1. WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS 
 
Councillor Ryan welcomed members to the meeting and introductions were made. 
 
The meeting today is being held at St Thomas Church, introductions were made and 
thanks were given to Daniel for organising. 
 
 

2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Alex Klein, David Levien, David 
Milne, Jeremy Michelson and Revered Kim Wasey,  
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3. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 15 JUNE AND MATTERS ARISING 
 
The minutes of the previous meeting held on 15th June were agreed as a true and 
correct record. 
 
RESOLVED: THAT the minutes of the meeting held on 15th June were agreed as a 
true and correct record. 
 
 

4. HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL EVENT 2018 
  

Councillor Ryan welcomed Magda Sachs; Principal Policy & Equalities Officer, to the 
meeting. 
 
Magda who is organising the next Holocaust Memorial event proceeded to give an 
update: 

 The next Holocaust Memorial day falls on Saturday 27th January so it has been 
agreed that an event will be held on Monday 29th January 

 The Planning Group has now met twice; at the last meeting there was a 
discussion in regards to where the event would be held; a school was the 
planning groups preference but an email from the City Mayor and Councillor 
Merry stated the event will be held at Broughton Hub 

 It will be an evening event in community rooms 1 & 2 at Broughton Hub – 
everyone is welcome 

 We are now in the planning stages, we are looking at having a film segment 
and will focus on the Nazi Holocaust and Rwandan massacre 

 An idea is to showcase pupils work in the Foyer –  there will be mingling from 
6.30pm and then the event will start at 7pm 

 
Kindra Belcher added that an email was sent to all Salford schools asking them to get 
in touch if they are planning an event or if they need any resources; Christ the King 
offered to share their resources 
 
During the discussion the following points/questions were raised: 

 Kindra needs pointers to the resources that she can direct schools to 

 Can you produce a programme? listing every event going on, not just the 
evening one 

 Could you video record the work the children do, then circulate / use at next 
year’s event? It can then be used as a stimulus for other schools to showcase 
what you can do 

 HMD Trust have a huge number of teaching resources; sample lesson plan, 
film clips, survivor stories – will send the link to Kindra 

 Mrs Neuman and her son are happy to come into schools and present - Kindra 
/ Kerril to get back to Steve Titley 

 We have Wilson Cook Zeda speaking re: Rwandan Holocaust – he attended 
last year and lit a candle 

 Last year we invited Roma woman to speak 

 ‘To Rwanda and Back’ is a book well worth reading, it was recommended 
reading by the Rwandan community 

 ‘Forgiveness and Reconciliation’ New York Times photo exhibition – available 
online 
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 Poem on Rwandan (HMD Trust website) – looking at including it in the event 

 At the next planning meeting we will be deciding who lights the candles 
 
RESOLVED: THAT (1) the information be noted. 
RESOLVED: THAT (2) email to Headteacher’s to go out in the weekly newsletter 
RESOLVED: THAT (3) Magda to send Kindra the link to HMD teaching resources 
RESOLVED: THAT (4) Kindra/Kerril to liaise with Steve Titley re: Mrs Neuman  
 
 

5. OPTING OUT OF RE SURVEY ANALYSIS 
 
Kindra referred to the results of the survey that were sent out to everyone via email. 
She explained that she has brought with her the syllabus and referred to page 11 
‘Right of withdrawal’ 
 
“This was first granted when RE was actually religious instruction and carried with it 
connotations of induction into the Christian faith. RE is very different now – open, 
broad, exploring a range of religious and non-religious worldviews. However, in the 
UK, parents still have the right to withdraw their children from RE/RME on the grounds 
that they wish to provide their own religious education. (School Standards and 
Framework Act 1998 S71 (3)). This will be the parents’ responsibility. However, it is 
good practice to talk to parents to ensure that they understand the aims and value of 
RE before honouring this right. Students aged 18 or over have the right to withdraw 
themselves from RE” 
 
37 schools completed the survey and from that 16 has children that had been 
withdrawn, there is nothing unusual with the results, mainly Jehovah Witnesses and 
Muslim children being withdrawn. 
 
During the discussion the following points/questions were raised: 

 Can we give schools a script they can use if they are uncomfortable talking to 
parents 

 Can we direct them to Imran Kotwal? One school had 40 Muslim kids withdrawn 

 I think its lack of knowledge, with Muslim parents communication is key 

 Kindra suggested her and Imran Kotwal come together to write something that 
schools can use when there is a visit to a mosque etc. 

 It is the parents responsibility –but the guidance is vague as it doesn’t say if 
they provide it in school or out of school time 

 Years ago if there were lots of Jewish children there would be a Jewish 
assembly in lieu of the act of worship 

 At Monton Green we do have a daily act of collective worship; but worship is 
very broad 

 As a non-faith school (Ellesmere High) we have reflections on an issue, thinking 
about your own views and the views of others 

 Could we offer to facilitate a CPD event? 

 Maybe a Joint statement from Faith Communities in Salford could go out 
 
It was agreed that a thank you would go out to Headteacher’s in the weekly newsletter 
thanking the schools that participated. 
 
RESOLVED: THAT (1) the information be noted. 
RESOLVED: THAT (2) thank you to Headteacher’s to go in the weekly newsletter 
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6. PRIMARY AND SECONDARY UPDATE  
 

PRIMARY:- 
Kindra referred to the minutes that were sent out via email which provides a detailed 
record of the last meeting that was held on 17th June, in total there were 12 people in 
attendance and the meeting discussed: 

o Assessment of RE/SIAMs Inspections 
o NATRE local group update 
o Holocaust memorial event 
o Islamaphobia reports 

 
The meeting commended Kindra for all her hard work. 
 
RESOLVED: THAT the information be noted. 
 
 
SECONDARY:- 
Kerril Casey explained that with a teacher from Salford City Academy she was looking 
to set up an online support group; a lot of RE Teachers are already involved in a forum 
called ‘Save RE’ so they were contacted. The support group have not all got together 
yet but they have been sharing information and good practice and it is going well. 
 
Kerril met with David Levien after the Focus Group and produced and sent out a 
questionnaire to Secondary Schools that asks about awarding bodies for GCSE’s; so 
far nine schools have replied. 
The content of syllabus has changed quite a bit, but depth of knowledge they have to 
have is far greater, schools are finding some of it is wrong; particular around Islam. 
There are lots of teething problems, it would be great if Examiners come to speak to 
us. 
 
There is potential for four schools to get together to have a Secondary RE Conference, 
we could discuss ethical Issues in the Syllabus and have speakers and young people 
attending; we are in the planning stages but we will need funding. 
 
During the discussion the following points/questions were raised: 

 There has been a push on RE last month, you could put this info out to 
Governors – Governors have the opportunity to challenge 

 At Ellesmere we have a specialist teacher but the allocation is only one hour a 
fortnight and we are one of the better schools. Year 7 & 8 get 1 hour every 
fortnight of RE, years above only get it if choose RE as an option 

 I’ve (Daniel) been a Vicar here for 5 years and I am shocked how few school 
groups we have visiting the church 

 We (Isobel) have had 3 school trips to our church and none are from Salford 

 There is a lack of visits because of transport issues and the number of adults 
you would need; every adult would also need to have a CRB check 

 Schools are complying with the law; they can justify the low dedicated teaching 
hours and say it’s delivered through History etc. 

 It is not an Ofsted priority at an Inspection 

 There is some brilliant RE going on in our schools, and children coming out 
enthusiastic and motivated by the subject; it is having an impact 

 
RESOLVED: THAT the information be noted. 
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7. HEARTSTONE PROJECT 
  

Councillor Ryan explained that he has been involved in the Heartstone Project which 
is about community cohesion. If you are a Governor of a school this is a good project 
to promote and get them involved in. 
 
Kerril added that it revolves around a book that you are encouraged to read with year 
5,6 and 7, you then have the opportunity to discuss the different themes; diversity, 
prejudice and resilience. 
We did it with our year 7 and the topic we focused on was resilience, all departments 
had an input. 
We also did it with our year 9 (not long after bomb) and took them to the Northern 
Quarter in Manchester and asked them to photograph any street art; they produced a 
fabulous photo exhibition. It made them think about how you get your voice and your 
opinion heard but in a positive and creative way. 
Pupils from the school performed with Sita at an event at Manchester Cathedral. Our 
school (Ellesemere) were the only Salford school to take part but Harrop Fold and 
Clarendon Primary School came to watch. 
 
RESOLVED: THAT the information be noted. 

 
 
8. FOCUS GROUP ACTION PLAN 
 

Kindra explained that the Focus Group met and she referred to the minutes that were 
sent out via email 
 
The actions agreed were: 

1. To gain a better picture of the exercising of the right of withdrawal in Salford 
schools. 

2. To identify strengths of other SACRE’s nationwide  
3. To gain an overall broader picture of RE in Salford schools. 

 
It was a useful and positive meeting and they will be driving forward with the actions. 
 
RESOLVED: THAT the information be noted. 
 

 
9. HUMANIST SUPPLEMENT 
 

This item was deferred till the March meeting. 
 
RESOLVED: THAT the information be noted. 

 
 
10. COMMISSION ON RE INTERIM REPORT CONSULTATION 
 

Elizabeth Jones referred to the email that was sent out 12th October, please send any 
comments and i will collate and then send a summary out to everyone before doing a 
submission on behalf of SACRE. 
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RESOLVED: THAT the information be noted. 
 

 
11. ANY OTHER BUSINESS  

 

 Multi Faith Centre opening -16th November, 12-2pm at Salford University 
 

 ‘Twinning’s of Muslim and Jews’ Sunday 26th November at Salford Civic Centre. 
Speakers are Rebecca Long Bailey, Cllr Boshell, Cllr Saunders and 
Mohammed Ameen. 

 
 
12. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING  

 
The meeting agreed that Elizabeth would send out some potential dates for the March 
meeting in order to maximise attendance and ensure we are quorate. 
 
A possible venue was discussed and it was suggested that it could take place at the 
new Multi Faith Centre at Salford University. 
 
RESOLVED: THAT the next meeting of SACRE will be scheduled on a date in March 
2018, to be held in a religious or education setting and members notified accordingly.   


